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book to help students with disabilities
and other students prepare for their ca-
reers. And they’re planning to do even
more in the future.

Mr. President, ten years ago, we
passed the Americans with Disabilities
Act. We said no to exclusion, depend-
ence, and paternalism for people with
disabilities, and we said yes to inclu-
sion, independence, and empowerment.
Iowa Disability Mentoring Day and
projects like the Healthy and Ready to
Work Mentoring Project and the Work-
ing Together So All Can Work Program
bring the ADA to life every day by in-
creasing the independence and self-suf-
ficiency of people with disabilities. I
thank everyone who is a part of these
efforts.e

————

IN RECOGNITION OF BERKELEY
COLLEGE

e Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I
stand today to congratulate Berkeley
College for being named the
Woodbridge Metro Chamber of Com-
merce Corporate Citizen of the Year.
Berkeley College has become a vital
link in the Township of Woodbridge
and throughout Middlesex County
among students, business leaders, and
government officials. Cooperation
among all three elements has allowed
them to form stronger relationships,
institutions, and alliances throughout
the community.

Berkeley College has fostered this
collaborative spirit by hosting a num-
ber of informational forums such as the
Education Foundation’s Educator In-
stitute, Tech Academy 2000, and other
useful job training programs. Berkeley
College has also sponsored a number of
annual public service events like the
Mayor’s Fun Run, the Mayor’s Holiday
Stroll in the Park, and Making Strides
in Breast Cancer. Most importantly,
Berkeley offers a high quality business
education to more than 600 students
who receive valuable hands on knowl-
edge of the current business culture
through the College’s association with
various business and government lead-
ers.

It is an honor to be able to recognize
the achievements of Berkeley College.®

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF BERNADETTE
M. SOHLER

e Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor Bernadette M.
Sohler as the 2000 recipient of the
Woodbridge Metro Chamber of Com-
merce Member of the Year for her ex-
emplary service to the Chamber and
the community at large.

Bernadette has served as a strong ad-
vocate and avid supporter of the
Woodbridge Chamber since 1994. She
served as its President from 1998-1999
and has volunteered for numerous com-
mittees including the Annual Chamber
Golf Classic, Tour of Woodbrigde, Holi-
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day Luncheon and Parade, Chairman’s
Award, and Staff Appreciation Day.

As the External Affairs Manager at
the Middlesex Water Company, Berna-
dette is responsible for all community
and media relations; employee, cus-
tomer, financial communications; cor-
porate contributions; and public edu-
cation. Her numerous board positions
include Chair of the Public Informa-
tion Committee of the American Water
Works Association, the Central Jersey
National Council of Community and
Justice, the Charity Committee of the
Diocese of Metuchen, Raritan Bay
Healthcare Foundation, and the Perth
Amboy Neighborhood Empowerment
Council Economic Development Task
Force. Bernadette’s strong record in
the business community at the Mid-
dlesex Water Company and her com-
mitment to public service demonstrate
her outstanding achievements in the
public and private sectors.

It is an honor to recognize Berna-
dette M. Sohler’s efforts and congratu-
late her on receiving the 2000 Chamber
of Commerce Member of the Year
Award from the Woodbrigde Metro
Chamber of Commerce.®

————

IN RECOGNITION OF ELIZABETH
JONASKY

e Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize Elizabeth
Jonasky of Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey
on the momentous occasion of her
105th birthday. Mrs Jonasky will reach
this wonderful milestone on November
bth of this year, and I feel it fitting
that we acknowledge this special mo-
ment.

As I ponder all of the marvels and
tragedies of our world that Elizabeth
Jonasky has witnessed, I am reminded
of the profound words of the Greek phi-
losopher Plato, who once said, ‘It gives
me great pleasure to converse with the
aged. They have been over the road
that all of us must travel, and know
where it is rough and difficult and
where it is level and easy.”

It is a honor to wish Mrs. Jonasky
the best of happiness on her birthday.
It is my sincere hope that we will be
able to continue to learn about life’s
rough and easy spots from her for
sometime to come.®

IN RECOGNITION OF FATHER
ROBERT COUNSELMAN

e Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, it
is with great pleasure that I rise today
to honor Father Robert Counselman,
who received the 2000 William E. Short
Award from the Woodbridge Metro
Chamber of Commerce. Through his ex-
emplary service to the community, Fa-
ther Counselman has shown his dedica-
tion and commitment to numerous
civic institutions within and outside of
the church.

Father Counselman serves as Chap-
lain to the Woodbridge Township Po-
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lice Department and the Woodbridge
Chamber of Commerce. He is an active
participant in several civic and private
institutions such as Habitat for Hu-

manity, the Woodbridge Historical
League, the Community Advisory
Panel, and the Woodbridge Historic

Preservation Commission. He was also
instrumental in setting up a ‘‘Soup
Kitchen’ at Trinity Church, which pro-
vides free meals on Fridays. In addi-
tion, he helped establish a community
playground, and is always available to
assist people in their times of need.

It is an honor to recognize Father
Robert Counselman’s work and con-
gratulate him on receiving the William
E. Short Award from the Woodbridge
Metro Chamber of Commerce.®

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN A.
HOFFMAN ESQ.

e Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, it
is my pleasure to rise today to recog-
nize John A. Hoffman Esq., a lifelong
resident of central New Jersey, as the
Woodbridge Metro Chamber of Com-
merce Citizen of the Year. John has
participated in numerous business,
legal, and community affairs for more
than 35 years and has established a re-
markable record of success.

Mr. Hoffman joined the firm of
Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer in 1963,
and is currently a managing partner.
He represents major corporate and gov-
ernment clients such as PSE&G,
Verizon New Jersey, Inc., Elizabeth
Town Water Company, the Middlesex
County Utilities Authority, and the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center.
John also serves as a member on sev-
eral boards such as the Middlesex
County College Foundation, Robert
Wood Johnson University Hospital
Foundation, Sister Cities Program of
New Brunswick, and the New Jersey
Client Security Fund. John has de-
voted his life to the practice of law and
has used his experience and vision to
lead and advise several other institu-
tions in New Jersey. It is his extensive
service to these institutions and their
continued success that our State of
New Jersey owes a great debt of grati-
tude.

It is an honor to recognize Mr. Hoff-
man’s work and extend my congratula-
tions to him on receiving the 2000 Cit-
izen of the Year Award from the
Woodbridge Metro Chamber of Com-
merce.®

———
IN RECOGNITION OF LEE VETLAND

e Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, it
is with great pleasure that I rise today
to recognize Lee Vetland, the
Woodbridge Chamber of Commerce
Small Business Person of the Year. As
owner of Lee’s Auto Body, Inc. in
Avenel, New Jersey, Mr. Vetland has
turned his business into a highly re-
spected and successful enterprise.
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